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Isaiah 42:1–9; Romans 6:1–11 ; Matthew 3:13–17
 

The first image is from the gospel reading from Matthew 3 and
the baptism of Jesus. The image shows the Spirit descending as
a dove. The hand pouring out water is meant to be John's as he
baptizes Jesus and the image is paired with the Words God
proclaims as the heavens open up, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Isaiah 42:1-9                              Our first reading is again from the prophet Isaiah as he prophecies of the
coming Messiah. This passage foretells Jesus and His baptism where we see the Spirit descend
"upon Him" (v.1).
This passage gives us vivid images that encourage and proclaim the message of forgiveness and
eternal "justice" Jesus brings.
For young learners, highlighting verse 6 and the image of leading by the hand may be a
powerful image for them to understand especially if discussed in relation to God our heavenly
father leading us safely by the hand, as earthly fathers or guardians may do.

Today is the celebration of our Lord Jesus' baptism. The Sunday after the Epiphany (which is on Jan. 6
every year) is the feast of the Baptism of our Lord. Here we are blessed to see Jesus revealed in the Word

of God from heaven proclaiming Jesus His Son, as well as in water as Jesus is baptized by John.

Teaching the Image

BIBLE LESSONS:BIBLE LESSONS:

                              In our second reading we are blessed to hear St. Paul beginning almost a sort
of hypothetical Q&A section of teaching on sin and grace. Verse 1 gives us an interesting
position when he asks, "Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?". His strong answer
in verse 2, "By no means!" reminds us of the heart of the gospel. 
Throughout the book of Romans, and in his other letters, St. Paul is proclaiming Jesus, the
Messiah. The question asked in verse 1 may sound funny to us, or for young hearers, but it is
another expression of the struggle we all, young and old, have. The gospel isn't about what we
do, it is about Jesus and what He has done for us. God's grace and love doesn't depend on our
sin, it is a free gift from God. 

Romans 6:1-11
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                                   Our gospel reading for this the Feast of the Baptism of our Lord, is the
passage from the gospel of Matthew which records the baptism of Jesus by John in the river
Jordan. Matthew's account does not include certain details that St. Luke does in his account of
Jesus' baptism in Luke 3. But there is much to highlight and teach on in Matthews account
specifically.
One may want to point out to young learners the very first words which state that Jesus came
from Galilee to the Jordan and to John to be baptized. This may not sound that interesting at first,
but one could note with the kids on a map where these places are, and then remind them that God
goes with us as well. God has a purpose for us and He is always with us.
One may also want to highlight the hesitancy of John at first, and the humility he has when he
states that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus then responds with too with humility and faith in
proclaiming that He has come with a purpose and to "fulfill all righteousness" (v.15). Jesus'
baptism wasn't just for show, instead it was to fulfill.
And following Jesus' baptism there is a powerful and beautiful account that may well capture the
imagination of young learners when we are told of the heavens opening up, and the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and resting on Jesus. Combine this with the voice of God proclaiming that
"This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased." and there is much to discuss and
celebrate. 
The celebration of Jesus' baptism is a great chance to talk with young learners about who Jesus
really is- the Messiah who came to save. But it also can be a good opportunity to continue the
discussion from Christmas about why Jesus was born, and also about our own baptism's and the
good news of Jesus.

!

The other images include a star, which is meant to
remind and symbolize Epiphany and the revelation of
Jesus to the magi, and the world. January 6 is the
celebration of the Epiphany, and one could use this to
teach on the new season of Epiphany we have just
entered.

Matthew 3:13-17

Teaching the Image

Discussion around Paul's meaning regarding death, crucifixion, 
and our "old self" may require some time with younger learners, but this passage 
powerfully proclaims Jesus as our Savior. And following after the season of Christmas and the
birth of baby Jesus in the manger might be a helpful way to engage this passage. We don't
celebrate Christmas, or Epiphany, because Jesus stayed a baby or young boy. We celebrate
because Jesus grew, was baptized, taught, healed, and most importantly died for the sins of the
entire world. He came to us to give us forgiveness and salvation. And so when we hear or ask
questions like the ones Paul states in verses 1-4, or when we hear about being raised with
Christ, or about Jesus's death and resurrection, we are reminded and given the gospel that it isn't
about what we do, but it is about Jesus and what He has done for us.

(continued)


