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Isaiah 11 : 1–10; Romans. 15:4–13 ; Matt.hew 3:1–12

The opening image is from Isaiah 11:1-10. It is a
representation of the stump of Jesse and the shoot
coming forth.
On the shoot are small leaves and little pieces of
fruit beginning to grow.

Isaiah 11 : 1-10                             Our first reading from Isaiah 11 comes from within the first section of
prophecies from Isiah centered around visions of the future and the messiah king who will bring
justice and peace. The images of the branch coming forth from the stump of Jesse and bearing
fruit for example, or of the wolf with the lamb, and the leopard with the young goat, point
towards this future peace when God will set things right.
In verse two we see reference to the Trinity. "Spirit", "LORD", and "Him" being the Holy
Spirit, the Father, and the Son. By grace through faith, we do receive the blessings of peace and
hope even now. But we also look forward in that hope for the coming of Christ on that last day
when He will set all things right.

As we continue our Advent waiting and preparation, we encounter the one proclaiming prepare, John the
Baptist. John calls us to repent and prepare the way, prepare for Christ. As darkness physically increases
for many this time of year, we also can encounter the spiritual or emotional darkness brought on by sin,
loss, and hurts. But we are not alone, and the gospel turns us toward the light of Christ. 
For Christians, Jesus is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and
meek of the earth. We wait with hope, and also pray for peace and that day when the wolf will dwell with
the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. 
In faith, and from the Lord’s table we wait, and are sent in the same truth and good news that in Christ 
the kingdom of God has come near.
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BIBLE LESSONS:BIBLE LESSONS:

                            In our second reading, St. Paul proclaims Christ as the Messiah for all
peoples, Jew and Gentile. Paul highlights the importance of the Scriptures and the hope they
contain (v.4).This passage connects beautifully to our first reading as Paul proclaims Christ the
Messiah for the Jews (stump of Jesse) and for the gentiles (the fruit coming forth from the shoot
that is Christ) (v.12). St. Paul exhorts and reminds us to "Rejoice" together, and for "all the
peoples" to extol and praise God. This points us once more to the blessings we do have in Christ
now, because He has come to us and has send His Spirit, and that we rejoice together, even as
we wait for His fulfillment.

Romans 15:4-13
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Matthew 3:1-12 gives us the account of John the Baptizer and the one preaching in the
wilderness and preparing the way for the coming messiah, Jesus the Christ.
One way to look at this passage is to see it in smaller sections that highlight specific elements:

John's message (v. 1-2) - John proclaims repentance (turning) for the people. John states that the
kingdom of God was very near ("at hand") and he tells the people to repent in preparation and to
make ready for the coming Messiah.
John's Authority (v. 3) - John's message is from God, but the authority of His message and
mission is highlighted by showing how John fulfilled the OT prophecy (Is. 40:3).
John as a Person (v. 4) - John is described as being humble in appearance and dress and even
reminds the hearer of Elijah the OT prophet. Some even asked John if he was Elijah (John 1:21)
which he denies. John comes in the same Spirit and power of Elijah in that he is sent by God.
John is not concerned with worldly treasure or dress, instead he speaks very pointedly and with
authority to the importance of repentance and of Christ, the coming Messiah.
John's Baptism (v. 5-6) – John's baptism was one of repentance and preparation for the people
as they awaited the coming Messiah. 
The Pharisees and Sadducees (v. 7-8) – The Pharisees were legal literalists who turned God's
Law, and others they added, into an overwhelming burden for the people. The Sadducees were
more "liberal" who seemed to even deny certain parts of the OT Law. John points out their
underlying character when he calls them together a "brood of vipers" perhaps connecting what
they were doing to Satan, the serpent.
The Peoples Needs (v. 9-12) – Here John gets to the heart of the matter for the people there. As
Jews, they were depending on their heritage and connection to Abraham as their salvation. The
words of John here remind us of the first reading from Isiah 11 and the "stump of Jesse" when he
states that a "axe is laid to the root of the trees" (v.10). 
And John, like the prophets before Him and the Scriptures themselves, point us to Christ and His
Kingdom and salvation. John states how the coming Messiah, Jesus, is the one worthy of
worship. John warns of judgement and reminds the people of the importance of repentance and
faith in the Messiah, whom we know to be Jesus the Christ, the one who died for our sins, and
who rose again, and who is coming again on that final day. 

!

This image is from the first reading and is a seasonal,
comical take on Isaiah 11:7. 
Though Hughie the Highland Steer and his friend the
bear are not grazing, as in the text, it is meant to be a
light hearted representation of the peace that is seen in
part, and will be given in full when Christ returns.

Matt. 3:1-12- John the Baptist
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