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Isaiah 35:1–10; James 5:7–11 ; Matt. 11 :2–15

The opening image is of a crocus blooming in the dessert. This
image is taken from the first reading of Isaiah 35:1-2. The image is
meant to show the joy and beauty that comes not just at times like
Christmas, but that is given in Christ and the new life He gives to
us. Because of Christ we can rejoice and celebrate, even "bloom" in
Him as we await His coming.

Isaiah 35:1-10                           Our first reading is the 35th chapter of the Old Testament book of Isaiah. 
This passage is key to the theme of the day as it is referenced by Jesus in His response to John
the Baptist in Matthew 11.
This passage from the prophet Isaiah speaks of the restoration of the lost people of Israel and
Judah that is to come. It is important to remember that during the time of Isaiah Israel had been
conquered by Assyria and exiled. Though Jerusalem is spared at this time, this passage would
be one of great hope and comfort to a people who had been conquered and exiled.
This passage contains beautiful, and timeless, imagery that ignites the imagination and can help
young learners understand the peace and joy that God brings and will bring one day in
fulfillment.
Images such as the desert blooming (v.2), the strengthening of the week or anxious (v. 3-4), and
the effects of sin in our world being reversed as the eyes of the blind are opened and the ears of
the deaf hear again (v.5). Isaiah's reference to the waters breaking forth in the wilderness (v.6)
remind us of our baptism, while verse 10 proclaims "everlasting joy". 

Today we celebrate the 3rd Sunday in Advent and have now passed the midpoint of this season ofAdvent.
The third Sunday in Advent is in some traditions referred to as "Gaudete", which means "rejoice". On this
Sunday the advent wreath candle may be rose (pink) to symbolizes joy - the joy that comes from Christ.
It's the joy that Christ gives and was experienced at the birth of Jesus, but also is experienced daily by
grace through His Holy Spirit. In Jesus, our coming Saviour, we rejoice and have joy. We rejoice in good
times and the hard, the busy and the quiet, sickness and health. In Christ, we rejoice, amen!

Teaching the Image

BIBLE LESSONS:BIBLE LESSONS:

                        In our second reading from the New Testament book of James, note how James
uses similar imagery to Isaiah with the early and late rains in the dry and wilderness places.
James exhorts his readers, who wait for the final day and fulfillment, to wait with patience. The
word "patience" is used four times in our reading and is an important theme for us during
Advent (and everyday). 

James 5:7-11
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                                   Our gospel reading for today is from the account in Matthew when John
the Baptizer sends his disciples to inquire of Jesus. There can be many questions brought about
by this passage. Some question whether John himself was doubting, or whether he was simply
teaching his disciples. There is much positive discussion that can be had regarding why John asks
these questions of Jesus. For now, we trust that John is the prophet the Scriptures declare him to
be, and that he did send disciples to Christ to answer whether He is the Messiah.
What is more important than the "why" of John's questions, is the answer Jesus Himself gives.
Perhaps John had different expectations of the coming Messiah and was a bit confused. But Jesus
sets the record straight when He points back to Isaiah 35 and states that in Him, "the blind
receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are
raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them.  And blessed is the one who is not
offended by me."
Jesus is the Messiah and He answers every sin and struggle and woe by dying on the cross. He
doesn't just heal wounds and cure illnesses for the people living at that time only, He died and
rose again so that all may receive life eternal in Him.
If left alone in the wilderness of sin we would be dry and parched as the desert and apart from
God. But we are not alone, Christ has come. Christ came to earth, comes to us in His Word and
Sacrament, and will come again in fulfillment, so that we may have life eternal in Him. He
restores us to God by His sacrifice on the cross, and in Him we have joy, and can rejoice in all
things, for Christ has come to save His people. And so, we wait, patiently, and in His joy. 

!

This image is of John the Baptist looking excited
at the response Jesus gives to John's disciples.
Though the words from Matthew 11 are not
spoken directly to John from Jesus, here we see
Jesus' answer being relayed to Him, and it
causing John much Joy.

Matthew 11 :2-5

Teaching the Image

(cont.).
If teaching young readers on this text one may want to highlight how we usually want things to
"hurry up and get here" and we can be impatient. Even things like Christmas, can be a source of
impatience. And yet, though we may want things to hurry up, even things that are best left up to
God, James reminds us to be patience even in the face of delay, for God is faithful to His
promises. When we find ourselves being impatient, or when we are lacking patience with
others, perhaps a reminder that we are not perfect, and that Christ is the judge, and that it is only
in Him that we have life eternal and forgiveness. Thanks be to God that He is patient with us.


