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Sunday,  Jan.  1,  2023

Isaiah 7:10–17; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25
 

This image is of Lil' Lou as the calendar year turns
from 2022 to 2023. 
It is meant to be a cartoon that children can relate to
and also symbolizes where we are at this time.
It is January first, and the beginning of a new year.
Lil Lou is happy and optimistic in expression at this
fact. And yet in the background there is still a
Christmas tree to show we are still in the season of
Christmas. However, there is ribbon on the floor to
show that the presents are already opened.
If discussing this image, pointing out that he is
holding a Bible may be a great way to begin a
discussion on God and how God is always with us.

Isaiah 63:7-14                              Our first reading gives us a marvellous passage from the prophet Isaiah.
Here, Isaiah describes and proclaims the work of God in the Exodus (verses 8-9), and even
begins to point us towards the incarnation and birth of Jesus in the manger (and later on the
cross) with the words "And he became their Savior".
Isaiah also points out rebellion and age old problem of sin in verse 10. But God is faithful to His
promises and Isaiah points the people to what God has done in the past as reassurance of what
He will do in the future as well.
The image at the end of the reading is also very interesting in that he speaks of rest, like the
livestock that go down in the valley (verse 14). For young readers, and likely parents too, this
image may resonant after the busy and often stressful holiday season.
The opening verse may also resonate with children if they are focused on the new year as it
could be used to remind us of what God has done over the past year (or years) and help ground
us in Him as we enter 2023.

Today is January 1,2023 and the beginning of a new calendar year. No doubt many people will have the
new year, and possibly even new resolutions on their mind. However, it is also the first Sunday of the

season of Christmas and the continuation of the celebration of the birth of Jesus our Saviour.

Teaching the Image
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                                   Our gospel reading for this first day of 2023 reminds us that life is not all
sunshine and daisies. Even as we begin the new year with some level of optimism, the text from
Matthew 1 brings us back to earth. 
Matthew 1:18-25 show us God sending an angel to guide Joseph to flee to Egypt to protect his
wife and Jesus. It also tells us of the wicked killing of baby boys in Bethlehem by Herod. This,
understandably, may alarm and distress young and older learners. It is a difficult thing to
imagine.
However, we also need to point our young learners to the fact that God is there for us in the midst
of terrible situations. Jesus didn't come to live a luxuriously life, he came to die for our sins and
the sins of all people. So while Jesus does escape death here at the hands of Herod, we know that
He does go to the cross where He does die- He dies for all people.
One may also want to point out how God uses everyday people, like Jospeh (a dad), as well as
the magi in order to do His work. This can help us to focus on the good work God has planned
for us, and the importance of trusting in God, and living out our faith each and everyday.

May God bless you and keep you as you look to live in His love and grace this coming year.

!

The image on the second page is of the hands of Jesus
coming forth from a Bible. This image is to symbolize
Jesus as "the Word" (Jn 1) as well as to show that He
is reaching out to us. Jesus came to us in the manger
(Christmas) and yet He also goes with us, even into a
new year, by His Word and Holy Spirit.

Matthew 1:18-25
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                               In our second reading we are blessed with 
the proclaiming and reminder of "the heir" that is, Jesus. Here we have St. Paul writing and
addressing the birth of Jesus. Paul tells us that when the "fullness of time" had come, that is,
when the time was right according to God's wisdom and plan, He sent Jesus. This can be great
comfort to us especially in times of trial or struggle. We don't understand why things happen in
certain ways or orders, like why Jesus didn't come to earth earlier, or why He hasn't returned
yet, but it builds us up in faith to trust in God and His timing.
Paul also points us to the reality that in Christ, by faith, we receive adoption into God's family
as sons and daughters. This is more than just a comforting statement during a season when
family is highlighted, it helps us to remember and see that we are God's. This may be an
important thing to teach to young learners, especially those who perhaps come from broken
homes or who have lost a parent(s).

Galatians 4:4-7


