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Isaiah 7:10–17; Romans 1:1–7; Matthew 1:18–25
 

The image of the sheep looking at the empty manger is
meant to show the celebration of Jesus birth is right around
the corner. The calendar shows us that it is coming soon,
and the presents behind the manger and sheep symbolize the
gifts that are here and that are still yet to come.

Isaiah 7:10-17                              Our first reading for this final Sunday in Advent gives us the prophecy of
Isaiah concerning the virgin birth of the coming Messiah. In this passage we hear of God
promising deliverance from Assyria, but also points towards the greatest deliverance, Jesus
Christ.

Isaiah records for us that Ahaz resists the word of God and refuses as a sign. Isaiah then
proclaims the sign to come- Immanuel. Ahaz as king tried to solve his problems on his own.
And yet, God still invites him to faith, and promises deliverance. The Messiah, Jesus comes to
His people and is the salvation for all people. 
We can learn from this passage that even when we don't obey or follow God's Word, there is
comfort in knowing that even our own faithlessness cannot void God’s faithfulness. Jesus is
always reaching out in grace for us.

This passage also reminds us that God does see and cares about our struggles and the hurts of
His people. The fear and safety of Jerusalem mattered to God. He cared about them. And He
would not leave His people without hope. 
At times our problems may seem to be too big, or not noticed by God, but we know that He sees
us, He loves us, He cares what happens to His children. God is faithful, which is why God
promised and sent Jesus, Immanuel, the messiah. Christ has come! 

The fourth Sunday of Advent is a celebration of the promised Messiah and the anticipation of Christ
coming to us. Christmas and its celebrations are right around the corner, but before we get there we

reflect and see the four candles of Advent lit, while hearing of angels visiting Joseph, 
of a virgin who conceives and bears a son for the salvation of people.
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                                   Our gospel reading reminds us of how close we are to the celebration of
Jesus birth, and it pairs closely and in fulfillment to the first reading for the day from Isaiah 7. 
Matthew 1:18-25 tells us of the well-known account of the angel appearing to Joseph in a dream
and telling Him what is to happen regarding his betrothed and the child she will carry.
There are many historical or cultural specifics that can be considered in this text regarding Joseph
and his character and faithfulness (like what it meant to be betrothed, or to divorce in that
cultural context). But one aspect that may be a blessing to young readers to consider is the gift
and miracle of faith, specifically here the faith of Mary and Joseph. 
One could also highlight the name "Jesus" which means "He saves" or "God saves". This name
proclaims the truth and purpose for the birth of Jesus, and on this fourth Sunday of Advent gives
us a great picture of God's love. 
It is because God so loved the world, so loved us, that He sent His Son, Jesus to save us. (Jn
3:16). The prophecy of Isaiah and the virgin birth, the promise of God to save, the love of God is
all shown and fulfilled in Jesus. And we celebrate and look forward to His coming in the manger
(Christmas), His coming to us now in His Word and Sacraments, and His final coming on that
last day. 
And so, we celebrate and give thanks to God for all His love, 
joy, hope, and peace shown to us through His Son, Jesus. Amen.

!

The larger image on the back page is one of Jospeh and his
dream in which the angel appears to him and tells him
what is about to happen.

Matthew 1:18-25
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                               In our second reading we are blessed with 
St. Paul's opening words to the church in Rome. Paul gives his greetings and blessing 
to his hearers while also pointing us to Christ and His love and grace. Paul highlights the
importance of Scripture and also the prophecy and fulfilment in Jesus, something our first
reading and gospel reading show explicitly.
This passage also keys in on the good news and what God's love and grace give, and do, to us.
 
St. Paul writes that he has received a gift, that is grace from God, and God has made him to be
an apostle who had been called and proclaimed the good news which calls others to "obedience
of faith" (v.5). And that term "obedience of faith" is very important and yet can also be a bit
confusing. There is much to consider here, but one way to look at this important phrase is to
consider what our obedience of faith is not.
It is not obedience that comes from fear, or from the promise of reward only, or only to impress
someone else, it is an obedience which comes from faith. Obedience that comes from the
relationship with God in which He has saved us by Jesus's death and resurrection. It is an
obedience that is given by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit. It isn't a "good work",
instead it is the good work of Christ lived out in us by His grace.

Romans 1:1-7


