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Isaiah 2:1–5; Romaans 13:11–14; Matthew. 21 : 1–11or Matt. 24:36–44
 

The first image is of the crowds shouting "hosanna"
and waving palm branches. Though this passage is
known from Palm Sunday, it also helps center us
during Advent on the coming of Jesus the Christ. 
The crowds proclaimed Him the Messiah, the King,
as He came to them. We to proclaim Jesus as the
Messiah that came in the manger and on a donkey to
Jerusalem, but we also celebrate that He comes to us
in His Word and Sacraments. Further we also
celebrate and look forward to the time in which He
comes again in glory on the final day. There is much
to celebrate and await because of Christ our King.

ISAIAH 2:1-5

Our first reading for this new church year, and Sunday in Advent, brings us the first few verses
from the prophet Isaiah chapter 2. Isaiah is prophesying about Zion and the Mountain of the Lord.
Zion can refer to Jerusalem and the Temple where God dwells with His people, however we also
see the mountain of the Lord as a foreshadowing if Jesus' crucifixion on Golgotha. This passage
ties in with our gospel reading of the Triumphal entry as we have Jesus entering Jerusalem and
going to Zion and the Temple.
This passage also leads us into one of the themes we highlight in Advent, as well as one of the
names of Christ (the Prince of Peace) as Isiah prophesies a time in which people will turn their
swords into plowshares and spears into pruning hooks. 
There is a time for which we wait when God will right all wrongs and there will be peace.
Though there may be moments of peace, true peace is found only in Christ, and we await this
fulfillment at his second coming.

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the start of the Christian Church year.
Advent is also a time of waiting and preparation. And as we begin this season of waiting for the coming
of Jesus, we celebrate that He came to our world, He comes to us now, and He will come again.

Teaching the Image
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Our gospel reading for this first Sunday in Advent is the passage of Jesus entering Jerusalem on
what we call "Palm Sunday", the Sunday before His resurrection. 
This passage may initially confuse young learners because it is a "Easter" passage as we
commonly think of it. However, this passage bears an important emphasis for us as we begin the
season of waiting for Christ's coming. 
Jesus instructs His disciples to go and do as He says. Jesus then rides into Jerusalem on a donkey,
and colt in order to fulfill the prophecy from 1 Kg. 1:32-40. This echoes the royal inaugurations
that are described in the Old Testament and yet it also proclaims Jesus as a humble Messiah.
The chants of "Hosanna" from the crowd show that they (at least some) recognize that He is the
Messiah and promised one.
This passage can bring forth some great teaching for Advent and the gospel. For young learners
one can highlight that Jesus not only came in the manger (Christmas) but also to Jerusalem and
the cross (Easter). We as Christians celebrate both and recognize that Jesus has come to earth, as
we read about here, but He will also come again at His second coming.
It is because of Jesus and His love and sacrifice for us that we can wait patiently for Jesus,
because we know that we are forgiven in Him, that He gives us what we need, and that He will
come again to set all things right.
And even as we sometimes struggle to wait for Him, or when we sin or have doubts like the
crowds who turn on Jesus after this entry, Jesus still loves us and forgives us and we are saved
becauase of His love and grace.

!

This image is meant shows the two sheep holding
a palm branch for palm Sunday, and mistletoe to
symbolize Advent. Obviously mistletoe is
traditionally a "Christmas" symbol, however, as
we begin the season of advent and waiting, this
image can open discussion with young learners
regarding the importance and themes of Advent
vs. Christmas, vs. Easter.

Teaching the Image

Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 21:1-11- Triumphal Entry (only)

Our second reading is from St. Paul as he writes to the christians in Rome and teaches and
encourages them in their faith in the risen Lord. He highlights and points out the fact that the
complete fulfillment, our "salvation" is nearer now as we wait for Christ to come back, or to call
us home to him.
Paul uses the picture of day and night and sets forth the image of the approaching dawn when the
age of darkness (sin) will pass and we will be gathered together around Christ who is the Light of
the World.
"Sleep" here in this context refers more to spiritual inattentiveness rather than on the state of
physical death that elsewhere it can mean.


