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Revelation 7:9–17; 1 John 3:1–3; Matthew 5:1–12

Today is All Saints' Day observed (All Saints' Day is Nov. 1st), a day set
aside to remember those who have died in the faith. On All Saint’s Day
we remember, and give thanks to God, for those whose souls, by grace
through faith, now rest in God’s heavenly presence. 
It can be a bittersweet day for many as we still can feel the pangs of grief
or loss as we remember those loved ones who have died, but there is
comfort in knowing they now are with Christ and in a place where there
are no more tears. 

Revelation 7:9-17

"A great multitude"- In John's vision he is given a glimpse of the throneroom of God and a picture of the
fulfillment of the Great Commission (Matthew 24:14), just as Jesus has promised.

John's vision and description are centered around God and His throne, that is, His divine sovereignty.
This is great comfort for the readers for we are shown that God does rule and He provides into eternity
for His saints, His people.

"Clothed with white robes"- These robes remind and illustrate the righteousness of Jesus, and how we are
made right, cleaned white as snow, because of His great sacrifice. These robes also remind us of the
priests (or pastors) and their service to God. One could highlight or point out the pastors alb (robe) and
use that as a teaching moment, or discuss other times we see white robes (i.e. baptismal gown, wedding
gown, etc)

Palm branches were emblems and common symbols of victory. The fact that the multitude in heaven have
them illustrates the celebration of Christ's great victory. 
If teaching on this passage one could ask or remind young learners of Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem (John 12:12-16), where Jesus was also praised as Savior and King, with the crowds
proclaiming "Hosanna", which means “save us/ save now!”.

"Wash away all tears"- This is a beautiful example of God's great and tender love for us. If teaching
young learners one could explain using examples of a loving father or brushing away the tears from her
child’s face. God loves us with that kind of nurturing care.
On this side of heaven we know and experience our share of pain and tears. God invites us to cry out to
Him and to come to Him in prayer. And yet this passage gives to us a glimpse into the eternal reality and
consolation when one day in heaven He will wipe away all tears forever.

The word "saint" is from the Latin word for "holy". And so we remember the saints, the "holy ones" who
received salvation by grace through faith. We can remember all who were called and believed in Christ by
celebrating God's love and grace to them, and by honouring the example they have left for us.
The first image is meant to be a partial illustration of the multitude, the saints, gathered before the throne
of God.
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Jesus begins His sermon on the Mount by stating who is blessed. Sometimes the greek word for
"blessed" can be translated as "happy", but it does contain more than an emotional feeling. 
"Blessed" includes God's gifts and promises, and His love even when we don't feel happy. 

For example, the poor in spirit, those who recognize their spiritual poverty of frailty, will receive
the kingdom of heaven. They are blessed, they can be and feel happy, and the can be assured of
God's love and promises to them, not because they have some internal strength that warrants
God's favour, but because they recognize they do not. Their strength, their hope, their
"blessedness", comes from God.
Below is a very simplified look at the beatitudes:
Those who mourn, who are sorry for their sins, receive comfort in Christ's forgiveness.
The meek, those who have a quiet or humbled character, will inherit the earth. 
Those who seek for righteousness, seek after Christ, will be satisfied.
The merciful will receive mercy.
The pure in heart will see and understand, by God's grace and the power of the Holy Spirit, the
heart of God.
The peacemakers will be called, and will be, children of God.
Those who endure suffering or persecution for doing God's will and obeying His commands will
inherit the kingdom of God.

There is much depth and quality to each of these beatitudes, and they give us a beautiful window
through which to see how we are blessed, and how God's kingdom comes.

!

On the page is a bee as well as a beet. There is no
deep symbolism to these illustrations, instead they
could be used to help remember or teach the "bee-
atitudes" or "beet-atudes" as a phonetic example.

Teaching the Image

1 John 3:1-3 shows us a powerful and clear description 
of God's love, one that again highlights the fatherly love of God for us, His children. 

1 John 3:1–3

Matthew 5:1–12- the Beatitudes

John chapter 3 focuses on God's love, and here John explains how believers are not only "called
children of God" but truly are God's children. God's Word does what it says. When God says we
are His children, we are. When God says "Your sins are forgiven", they are. This is great comfort
for children of all ages, especially as we remember those who have gone before us and are now
resting secure with their heavenly Father.


