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Malachi 4:1–6; 2 Thessalonians 3:6–13 ; Luke 21 :5–28
 

Our opening image is of light beams shining through the clouds and
upon stone blocks that have been broken and thrown down.
This is in reference to our gospel reading from Luke 21:5-28 and
Jesus' words foretelling the destruction of the temple.
This image could be used to teach the historical reality of the temple
being destroyed in 70 AD, but also about the end times.
The image is meant to illustrate the harsh reality of the destruction
foretold, but the light shining through the dark clouds shows us the
grace and blessings of salvation in Christ.

Malachi 4:1-6

Our first reading is from the final book of the Old Testament, Malachi. Malachi is written after Israels
return from captivity in Babylon, and is from approximately 430 B.C.
The name Malachi means "my messenger" and Malachi the prophet fulfills this name as he proclaims a
message about the coming Messiah and the Day of the Lord coming like a furnace. 
Malachi lived during a time of moral and social decline for Israel and he speaks out against the decline 
of Israel. 

In it we are reminded that the day of the Lord is coming and that despite all we may see and feel God is in
control and is working according to His time and plan.
This passage also serves as a stark warning and reminder for the proud and the wicked, specifically the
imagery of fire and stubble.
Malachi also gives encouragement to those the faithful and those who fear God. The phrase "sun of
righteousness", has been held by even early Christians as a direct reference to Christ, the coming
Messiah.
Malachi exhorts the people to remember the Law of Moses which was, and is, an important reminder, as
after this time in Isreals history God's prophetic voice is silent for 400 years. 

The Old Testament ends with a very different tone than it began in Genesis 1:1 due to sin and its
consequences. Malachi ends with a command to obey the Law, but also with the expectation of a new
dawning of the Sun of Righteousness, the Messiah, and Elijah in preparation for the Lord.

As we near the end of the Church Year, the final Sundays are given the theme of the end times
(eschatology) and point us towards the second coming of Christ. We are given warnings, commands, and
encouragement, even as God's people see destruction, violence, and signs all around. We are blessed to
know and believe that the "Lord is faithful" (2 Thess. 3:3) and we cling to Christ through all things.

Teaching the Image
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Our gospel reading for today is one of both warning and of strength. Jesus, looking beyond the
physical appearance of the temple, foretells the destruction of the temple, as well as coming wars
persecution, and destruction. Jesus' words foretold the destruction of the temple in AD 70, but
they also foreshadow the end times.
Jesus warns his disciples that difficut times lay ahead but they need not be afraid nor despair
when news of national, international, or natural disasters take place. The disciples, like the
church, will endure suffering and persecutions beacause of Christ, and yet Christ will give His
people the endurance and faith they need to remain faithful until the end.

!

Stemming from the first reading from
Malachi 4:1-6, we have Hughie the Highland
Steer jumping and playing joyfully.
This image could be used to teach on the joy
that comes from Christ and His salvation, or
upon the specific text of Malachi 4 where it
talks about how the people of God will be
joyful and "shall go out leaping like calves
from the stall" (v.2).
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2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Luke 21 :5–28

The second reading for this day is from St. Paul's second letter to the Thessalonians and is
written for a church going through persecution (1:4-7), and in need of guidance for Christian
living. 
Paul opens with a command in the "name of our Lord Jesus Christ" to keep away from those who
are intentionally idle. Many had seemingly misapplied the teachings on Christ's return and had
stopped working or doing what their godly callings required. Paul points to his own time among
them and the work he did to provide for himself. Paul tells the faithful that those who are
purposely idle (note that he is not speaking to those who cannot work or provide for themselves)
should be avoided in order that they may return to their responsibilities in life faithfully and in
repentance.
Paul also encourages the faithful in their walk and exhorts them to "not grow weary in doing
good." This builds up the Thessalonians as they look to live faithfully as Christians, but it also
points them to Christ- the one who is good and who is always there for us in the midst of all we
face.


