
SUPPLEMENT
TEACHING

This first image represents the hands of St. Paul
encouraging and reminding Timothy to hold fast to the
Word of God.
As Timothy faces difficulties Paul reminds him not only
of what the Scriptures are for, but also of their power
and benefit. That is, they are breathed by God and it is in
Him that they have meaning.

BIBLE LESSONS

Sunday,  Oct.  16,  2022

Genesis 32:22–30First Reading:

The passage picks up with Jacob, having sent gifts of peace to his brother Esau who was
pursuing him, now sends his family and belongings across the river, staying behind alone on
the other side. 
Often the focus can be put on Jacob and his wrestling. However, note that the text states that
while Jacob was alone "a Man wrestled with him". The text indicates that it wasn't Jacob
who sought out and wrestled the Man, instead, a Man wrestled with him.
"A Man"- it becomes obvious in verse 25 that this is no ordinary man whom Jacob wrestles.
The fact that the Man simply touches Jacob's hip and dislocates it makes this apparent.
Many, including Luther, hold that this Man was indeed Jesus- God in human form.

Sometimes in life we can feel like we are wrestling with God, or maybe we even feel like
we are winning. Life can feel unfair and we may be tempted to believe God is against us.
But this appearance is not the reality. For just as we see with Jacob, God has the power and
authority to do as He wills and He can allow the match to go on for as long as He desires
and has the ability to change everything with a simple touch. Therefore we cling to the
promises of Christ and His mercy and grace for us.
Once defeated, Jacob cries out to God asking God to bless him. In defeat of self, and a
submission to God who is above all things, there we find the blessings of God in Christ on
the cross.
Names and their meanings are very important in the Bible. The name Jacob means,

The name of the place Jacob named "Peniel" which means "Face of God". Jacob understood
that it was only by God's grace and mercy did he wrestle with God and live. This humble
lesson is one we all need take to heart and are often reminded of.

Teaching points:

         "he deceives". The name Israel means "He strives with God" or "God strives".

Genesis 32:22–30
2 Timothy 3:14–4:5

Luke 18:1–8

Jacob Wrestles with God

“All Scripture is breathed“All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitableout by God and profitable
for teaching, for reproof,for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and forfor correction, and for

training in righteousness,"training in righteousness,"
-2 Timothy 3:16
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This image is from the OT reading from 
Genesis 32:22-30.
It is an image of Jacob, having wrestled with God
all night, and now declaring this the place where
he has seen the "face of God and lived".
This image shows the morning sun on the horizon 
as well as a disheveled and tired looking Jacob.
If teaching on this image, one could point out
Jacob's leg sticking out at an awkward angle, due
to it being put out of joint at the touch of the Man.

Teaching the Image

The second reading from 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 gives us 
St. Paul's encouragement and direction to young pastor Timothy to continue in the gospel, 
in the Word. Timothy is facing difficulties in his ministry and St. Paul is encouraging him to hold
fast to the gospel message that he knows, has lived, and has preached.
Paul also encourages Timothy to remain steadfast in the grace he has experienced and that those
before him have experienced as well. God's Word and faithfulness do not change even in a
changing world or context.

2 Timothy 3:14–4:5Second Reading:

"from childhood"- Timothy had learned the Old Testament Scriptures since childhood,
including from his mother and grandmother (2 Tim. 1:5). Paul encourages him in this same
faith but with an exhortation to continue in it. It is an active and living Word, one that
continually blesses and keeps Timothy in faith.
"profitable"- Paul reminds Timothy explicitly of what the Word of God gives. It is of value
and worth for us because it does these things for us.

Profitable for  teaching, for instructing us in faith and in the life God has blessed us with.  
It is profitable for reproof and correction- God's Word is the rule, the norm, by which our
lives are judged and God and His Word have the authority to rebuke us and correct us.
We are all under the authority of God’s word, and God's law works to curb our
behaviours. It works as a mirror to show us where we need repentance and correction.
And God's word works to guide us in holy living.
It is profitable for instruction in righteousness- that is God's Word tells and gives what
we need for salvation. It points us to Christ and His gifts of life and forgiveness. These
are worthy gifts for Timothy to hold steadfast to.

Teaching Points:



SUPPLEMENT
TEACHING

This image shows the widow coming before the
unjust judge and pleading her case for justice.
This image is meant to show the uncaring,
annoyed aspect of the unjust judge. He does not
give her justice because he cares for her, or what
is right, instead he gives justice simply to get her
to stop coming to him.
The woman is shown pleading her case and is
meant to show the emotion of the injustice she
has suffered.
Though not historically correct, the unjust judge
is holding a judges mallet in order to represent
the position he holds in this passage.

"lose heart"- this phrase is used to show that the act, and struggle, of prayer at times is not
just physical. It is emotional and spiritual. 
The "Unjust Judge"- one may want to point out, especially to young learners, that this
parable is not saying God is like the unjust judge. Instead, Jesus is making the point that
God is not like the unjust judge. The unjust judge gave justice simply to get the woman to
stop bothering him, how much more, then, does God, who does love us, therefore care for
our concerns and pleas for mercy.

God is fair vs. judge was not
God cares personally for each of us vs. the judge did not care about widow
God answers prayers because of His love and grace vs. judge answered out of self-
interest.

Sometimes we may feel that God is unjust or that He doesn't hear or care about our prayers.
It can feel like we need to keep praying in order to get God to listen to us. And yet Jesus
instructs us to pray precisely because God is just and He does hear our prayers. 
At times it may also feel like God doesn't want to answer our prayers. However, the reality
of suffering or injustice in the world does not mean God will not answer our prayers,
instead it may be that God's answer to our prayers simply is not what we wanted the answer
to be. Therefore, we trust and have faith in God and in His forgiveness and grace.

In this parable from Jesus we are told explicitly what the purpose of the parable is: that we may
not lose heart in prayer".

          Points of Contrast between God and unjust judge:

Teaching Points:
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Teaching the Image

Luke 18:1–8Gospel Reading:


