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Revelation 14:6–7; Romans 3:19–28; John 8:31–36 or; Matthew 11 : 12–19
 

The Luther Rose, (or the Luther Seal) is a well known and
recognized symbol for Luther himself, but also for Lutheranism and
the Reformation. Luther designed it himself and chose specific
colours for each part including a"
Black Cross in the centre, a red heart on the white flower. It had a
light blue background encircled by a gold ring.

Teaching the Image

"The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural color, so that I myself
would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. For one who believes from the heart will
be justified” (Rom. 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and which should
also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it does
not kill but keeps alive. “The just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17) but by faith in the crucified.
Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and
peace. In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give
peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not
red, for white is the color of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a
rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning
of the heavenly future joy, which begins already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And
around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and
has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy and goods, just as gold is the most
valuable, most precious and best metal. "

Here is how Luther explained the meaning of his seal:

-Martin Luther

REformation focus

Foundational to the Lutheran Reformation was the understanding of
justification by faith. Teaching the five "solas" ("only") has been a key part of
the Lutheran Church flows beautifully on Reformation Sunday, especially from
Romans 3:19-28. Reformation Sunday is a beautiful time to teach, or continue
teaching, young learners that we have "all sinned and fall short of the glory of
God" (Rom. 3:23). But we are justified by grace alone (sola gratia) through
faith alone (sola fide) for the sake of Christ alone (solus Christus), a truth
revealed to us in Scripture alone (sola Scriptura).
Martin Luther pointed people to the Scriptures, to Christ. May we to be blessed
by God's Word and grace as Luther was, and point people to Christ and his love
shown to us in that "while we were still sinners, Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8)


