
SUPPLEMENT
TEACHING

The first image is of a set of hands praying. This is meant to symbolize
saying thanks to God as the healed Samaritan leper did.
Whether it is Thanksgiving weekend or any other day, we are blessed by
God and blessed to give Him thanks for all that He has given to us.

BIBLE LESSONS

Sunday,  Oct.  9,  2022

Ruth 1:1–19First Reading:

Ruth 1:1–19
2 Timothy 2:1–13 

Luke 17:11–19

"sojourn" (v.1) - "to leave or travel with the intention to return." 

"so that the woman was left without her two sons and her husband." (v. 5) To be a widow, and
without a son was a very desperate situation and put Naomi among the lowest, most disadvantaged
people of the time. She had no one to support her, and she required the generosity of strangers, as 
 Naomi had no family in Moab, and no one else to help her.
"the Lord had visited his people and given them food." (v.6) - Even in the foreign land of Moab,
Naomi heard that God had provided for His people and so she sets out to return to Bethlehem.
"But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of you to her mother's house." (v.8) -
This advice, which might seem strange or even rude at first to a young learner, is one that makes
sense for Orpah and Ruth.  From Naomi's perspective this was the wise thing to do. Orpah and Ruth
had stronger family ties in Moab, so it made sense for them to stay in Moab instead of travelling to
Bethlehem with Naomi who couldn't provide for them.
"the hand of the LORD has gone out against me" (v.13) - This expression can be difficult for young
learners to grasp. Though it could appear as Naomi being bitter against God for the tragedy she has
experienced, it seems that Naomi was not accusing God of doing something wrong, instead she is
acknowledging God's control over all things. This can even be viewed as an expression of trust even
in the midst of struggle. Naomi is returning to Bethlehem and in fact soon she will experience God's
hand go out for her, as God provides for her needs and those of Ruth her daughter in law.

       Elimelech's intention in leaving Bethlehem was for a short visit. However, it turned into a ten, 
       tragedy-filled years, with Elimelech never returning to Israel.

The first reading for today is from the Old Testament book of Ruth, which was written around 1000 years
before the time of Christ. Ruth was written during the time of the judges (like Samson, or Gideon), which
was generally a difficult time in Israel's history. We immediately encounter this difficulty in the first few
verses of Ruth as we are introduced to Elimelech, his wife Naomi and their two sons, who leave
Bethlehem during a famine, and travel to the foreign land of Moab.
Within 10 years in Maob, Elimelech passes away, as do the two now married sons. Naomi is widowed,
and without sons when she hears of God's blessings for His people back in Bethlehem. She decides to go
back to Bethlehem and urges her to Moabite daughters-in-law to stay in Moab and return to their own
people, for she cannot provide for them. Orpah returns to her people, but Ruth does not, pledging her
loyalty and devotion to her mother in law.

"and he"and he  
  fell on his facefell on his face  
at Jesus' feet,at Jesus' feet,  

giving himgiving him  
thanks.thanks.

-Luke 17:19
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Is from the first reading of Ruth 1:1–19. It shows Naomi walking 
together with her daughter in law, Ruth as the journey back to 
Bethlehem. One could point out to young learners the 
sign saying "Bethlehem" in the direction they are going, 
as well as their happy smiles and trusting expressions.
Their eyes are closed, even though they are walking, to symbolize 
walking together in faith. They don't know what all is going to 
happen but they trust in God as they go together.

Teaching the Image

The second reading picks up in chapter 2 of Paul's second letter to Timothy, and begins with St. Paul
again encouraging young Timothy in Christ. Timothy has encountered false teachings, suffering, and
even now has his mentor and friend in faith St. Paul imprisoned and suffering himself. This reading is a
blessing from God to help encourage us, as it did for young Timothy, as we too encounter suffering, or
disappointment, false teaching, or even the general ups and downs of life as we sojourn here in faith.

2 Timothy 2:1–13 Second Reading:

"be strengthened" (v.1) - This is one of the 25 times that Paul encourages Timothy in the faith
and in his ministry to the people. 
"Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus" (v.3) -  Paul reminds Timothy to put on the
attitude of soldier who expects suffering and hardship. A soldier is faithful to their command,
even if it involves suffering. 

Paul also uses the example of an athlete who has to obeys the rules of the game and yet competes
hard to win, as well as a hard working farmer who, within the circles of community, has first
claim to the crop.
These examples, along with Paul's encouragement and words of teaching to Timothy are to
encourage him to pass on the gospel to those who also can pass on and teach the gospel message.
We are not alone in faith, we are blessed to be adopted into Christ's family by faith, and that
same faith moves us to proclaim Jesus Christ and what He has done for us.
Paul continues by proclaiming that though he is bound and suffering, the Word is not bound.
Therefore we can endure in suffering, we can proclaim Christ, we can give thanks and praise in
all things because of Jesus' great gift of faith and salvation won for each of us.

       Here St. Paul is echoing the call of Christ in Matthew 16:24 to:
          "deny oneself, and take up their cross, and follow Me." 

"Your people shall be my people, and your God my God."
       (v.16) - This is a powerful statement of loyalty and faith. 
     Ruth is forsaking the Moabite gods she grew up with and 
     committing to not just Naomi, but to the God of Israel. She is declaring to be a part of Israel and 
     to follow God.



!

SUPPLEMENT
TEACHING

This image is from our gospel reading and shows the now healed
Samaritan man coming back to thank Jesus.
Someone teaching on this text could point out that this man no longer
has the marks of leprosy on him, and his bandages that used to cover the
leprosy are loose and coming off- no longer needed.

Teaching the Image

Jesus Cleanses the Ten Lepers

Luke 17:1-10Gospel Reading:

As Jesus is going to Jerusalem, travelling through Samaria and Galilee, he comes to a village where
ten men with leprosy call out to Him for "mercy".
Leprosy is a word that can be used to describe several skin condition in the Bible, but it was known
in general as a terrible skin disease for which there was no cure.  People were very afraid of getting
leprosy and therefore did not want to be around lepers. The Old Testament even talks of lepers living
away from their families and friends (Leviticus 13:45-46). 
“Go and show yourselves to the priests.”- The 10 men with leprosy started toward the village to find
the priests. As they were going, they were completely healed. Under the Old Testament law, the
priests were the ones who decided if a leper was cured of the disease and could return to their family
and community. 
"one of them"- One of the lepers, who Jesus tells us was not a Jew but was a Samaritan, turns back
when he is healed and falls down in worship before Jesus praising God in a loud voice. He turned
around and went back to thank Jesus. Jesus praised the man for his faith. 
“Where are the nine?” 
Jesus was even more impressed by this single man who returned to thank Him because the former
leper was a Samaritan (from the area of Palestine called Samaria). Samaritans and Jews did not like
one another, and usually had nothing to do with each other. This one grateful Samaritan didn’t care if
Jesus was a Jew. The man just wanted to thank Jesus! 
We should be thankful to God, too, for everything He has done and continues to do for us
(Philippians 4:6). He has given us our families and friends, our food and clothing, our houses, the
church, the Bible—and He sent Jesus to save us from our sins. We should be like the one leper who
said “thank you” and not like the other nine who took Jesus’ help for granted and didn’t stop to thank
Him. 

This lesson from Luke 17, shows us a powerful example of God's grace and faith, as Jesus heals 
10 lepers, and a Christ-focused response to His gifts and blessings by giving thanks to God for all that He
has done for us. 

If Celebrating Thanksgiving
Some general points from the readings to highlight could be:

Thankfulness for health (Luke 17)
Thankfulness for family (Ruth 1)
Thankfulness for food (Famine in Ruth 1)
Thankfulness for friends & mentors (2 Timothy)
Thankfulness for or during suffering (2 Timothy)
Thankfulness for faith (Luke 17)
Thankfulness for forgivness / spiritual healing (Luke 17)


