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Exciting new ventures at LLL Canada

Spiritual Conversation workshops now available 

“You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everyone. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the 
result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.” 

2 Corinthians 3: 2-3

Our mandate as an 
auxiliary of Lutheran 

Church–Canada is to 
provide the resources 
and tools you may use as 
individuals, congregations 
and groups, to share the 
Gospel. 

Since this time last 
year, we at LLL Canada 
have been on the move 
both physically and 
spiritually—getting the 
message out that we 
are here for you. We 
have been zigzagging 
across the country to 
take part in Spiritual 
Conversation workshops 
and it is impossible to 
hide our excitement 
about the ground-
breaking materials 
from Lutheran Hour 
Ministries (LHM). LHM 
has created resources 
and online courses to 
address the needs of 
both the churched and 
non-churched and we are 
delighted to be able to 
share them with you.

If you haven’t been 
able to attend or host one 
of the workshops, there 
will be opportunity to 
join one in 2020. LHM 

has partnered with Barna 
Group—an industry 
leader for research-based 
insights about faith and 
culture, leadership and 
vocation, and generational 
groups—on a critical 
three-year study of faith 
in North America. You 
may be wondering how 
applicable an extensive 
study of American 
Christians might be to 
Lutherans in Canada. 
We wanted to be certain 
of the relevancy too, 
and so earlier this year, 
LLL Canada’s board of 
directors invited Dr. 
David Haskell of Wilfred 
Laurier University to 
speak with us at our 
strategic planning session 
held in Waterloo, Ontario. 

Dr. Haskell’s teaching and 
research 
focuses on 
religion in 
Canada, 
media in 
Canada, 
and religion 
and media 
in Canada. 
His current 
research 
interest is 
growth and 
decline in 
Canada’s 
churches and religious 
engagement of youth. 
What we learned from 
Dr. Haskell is that despite 
the cultural differences 
between Christian’s living 
in Canada and those in 
the United States, the 

research findings about 
important issues such 
as declining attendance, 
engagement and 
reluctance in faith-sharing 
are the same across all 
North America, and so 
we feel very confident 
in using and sharing the 
material.

How to Talk About Your 
Faith offers help in getting 
past conversational 
hurdles by focusing on 
someone’s “spiritual 
posture,” so as not to 
impose a conversation 
that’s forced or ill-timed. 
The Eager Conversationalist 
offers insights to help us 
become more intentional 

The Conversation Curve: In Spiritual Conversation workshops you learn to 
engage in faithful prayer and fruitful conversation with the people in your life 
who do not share your faith.

A number of books based 
on Barna’s research are 
available.
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Dr. Haskell’s research 
on youth and young 

adults also prompted 
us to take a closer look 
at how we engage with 
millennials and other 
generations that may be 
underrepresented in our 
churches across Canada. 
Dr. Haskell identified in 
his research that youth 
are more interested in 
purpose and meaning in 
this life than what awaits 
them in the afterlife. The 
focus on what is going 

on “right here, right 
now” may sound very 
familiar as those exact 
words were spoken by 
Greta Thunberg in her 
impassioned address to 
the United Nations this 
September. While it is 
impossible to compete 
with Greta Thunberg for 
the attention of young 
people gifting their time 
and energy into the 
movement of the moment, 
it would be ill advised 
not to pay close attention 
to what makes young 
people take action and get 
involved. 

LLL has been joyfully 
supported for over 100 
years as a well-known 
institution of the Lutheran 
Church, and many of 
those who have faithfully 
devoted their time to LLL 
conventions and attended 
fundraiser BBQs have 
already gone to heaven. 
Canadian Millennial 
confidence in institutional 
leadership (specifically 
religious organizations) is 
at an all-time low, so we 
are adapting to engage 
young minds. 

Rather than setting 
up events and hoping 
people will “sign up” we 
are actively pursuing the 
talents and gifts of young 
people and demonstrating 
confidence in their talents 
and abilities. The secular 
world and their peers 
have been giving them 
respect and admiration. 
We are striving to show 
that this can also come 
from their Christian 
brothers and sisters. Our 
prayer is that we will 

Engaging 
millenials in new 
ways

learn to adapt from them, 
while they develop a 
sense of responsibility and 
self-sacrifice and a greater 
chance of continuing their 
faith into adulthood. 

One example of young 
talent supporting the LLL 
is Amelia Hatzitolios of 
Barrie, Ontario. Amelia is 
an artist and has designed 
artwork to be used in our 
branding, on our Advent 
devotions and most 
recently for our Christmas 
cards. Amelia is helping 
us to reach people with the 
message of the Gospel in 

The artwork of Amelia Hatzitolios of Barrie, Ont., graces our Advent devotions 
and Christmas cards as well as our branding.

and more eager to 
engage in spiritual 
conversations with others, 
and Households of Faith 
teaches what the Bible 
proclaims and what the 
latest research confirms: 
that messy prayers, loud 
tables and open doors are 
prevalent in a Spiritually 
Vibrant Household.

Workshops, continued a visual way and we are 
blessed to work with her. 

Throughout the year 
we have also engaged 
with three different 
young men who have 
shared their talents 
through digital design, 
website development, and 
videography. It can be 
challenging to work in a 
way so different from what 
we are accustomed to, but 
if there is an opportunity 
for us to facilitate God 
working in their lives, 
then it will be worth any 
amount of effort. 

 You can help us identify talented young people in 
your congregation. Contact Managing Director Lisa 
Jackson- 1-800-555-6236 or director@lll.ca. 
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Late in the summer 
our travels took us 

to Ascension Lutheran 
Church in Montreal, 
where we worshipped 
with the French language 
mission of Lutheran 
Church–Canada. Earlier 
this year, Rev. Dr. David 
Somers took part in 
the French language 
evangelical book fair in 
Montreal, and several 
LHM Project Connect 
booklets were showcased.  
We were excited to 
connect and hear about 
their experience. 

Almost all the 
Lutheran materials 
available for laity in French 
throughout the world are 
produced by LLL Canada 
in partnership with LHM. 

French Ministry creeps across borders 

respond and look for ways 
to support their outreach 
efforts. 

Recently Dr. Somers 
informed us that there 
is a Haitian outreach 
based in St. Matthew, 
Brooklyn, New York, that 
is growing steadily and 
making impacts among 
French-speaking Haitians 
in the Canarsie section 
of Brooklyn. We plan to 
share the resources we 
have with this community 
and will be sending a 
Christmas “care package” 
with samples of all 
the materials we have 
available. This includes 
the Advent devotional 
booklet translated to 
French each year. 

Who is Jesus?, Why Did Jesus 
Die?, What is Faith in Jesus?, 
My Digital Voice, and How 
to Talk About Your Faith: An 
Introduction to the Spiritual 
Conversation Curve, have 
been translated this year 
in an attempt to increase 

the resources available 
for French-speaking 
Lutherans.

The small group of 
French speakers who 
worship at Ascension 
have a heart for missions. 
That fact makes it easy to 

Some of the Project Connect booklets going into a “care package” for Haitians 
living in Brooklyn.

In his YouTube channel 
“What Jesus Says 

About…”, Pastor Chris 
Paavola finishes the 
statement “What Jesus 
says about…” for a variety 
of topics. 

The channel is a quick 
and easy place for you 
to find What Jesus Says 

About 
topics 
important 
to you.

Pastor 
Chris says 
the project 
started 
because the 
Church has 
incredibly 

under-utilized YouTube. 
YouTube is the 2nd 
largest search engine in 
the world, owned by the 
largest search engine in 
the world. 

Reaching the 
millennial non-Christian 
on YouTube means 
putting up content that 

is searchable which led 
to the question; “What 
search terms would 
people use to find 
information about Jesus?” 
That’s when the fine folks 
at THRED and Lutheran 
Hour Ministries realized 
that a channel called 
“What Jesus Says About” 
would be worthwhile.

A link to the YouTube 
channel “What Jesus says 
about…” can be found 
on our Messages of Hope 
page Go to https://www.lll.
ca/radio-tv-and-podcasts/ 
to find it and other great 
resources. New videos are 
uploaded every Thursday.

YouTube channel reaches millenials online

Rev. Chris Paavola on YouTube.

Also on the lll.ca 
webpage you can find 
links to messages of 
hope and inspiration, 
including: sermons 
from LCC churches 
across Canada, 
podcasts, mobile 
apps, Canadian radio 
schedule for The 
Lutheran Hour, French 
and Spanish resources. 

Providing Christ-
centred answers to 
life’s everyday issues 
is the purpose of the 
resources found on 
this section of the 
website.

Messages of 
hope
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In January we had 
opportunity to visit 

with the LHM Ministry 
Center in Nicaragua—
the only LHM Ministry 
Center in the world that is 
supported by both the U.S. 
and Canada. 

Cristo para todas 
las naciones (Christ 
for all nations) follows 
the ministry model 
of employing people 
native to the country in 
which they serve and 
are well respected in the 
community. The staff and 
volunteers are invited 
into schools and medical 
clinics to speak on topics 
such as ethical living, and 
responsible parenting. 
They are also respected 
for their computer training 
courses and are invited by 

Lutheran Hour Ministries in Nicaragua
Mission staff well respected and appreciated in community

private businesses to teach, 
using laptops that were 
donated for use in the 
ministry center. 

Led by their director, 

Ricardo Arguello, 
they provide support 
through materials and 
encouragement to the 
pastors and deaconesses 

of the Nicaragua Synod 
(ILSN) and use every 
opportunity to share the 
Good News of Jesus their 
Saviour.

Managing Director Lisa Jackson and Rev. Robert Krestick with staff and volunteers of the Lutheran Hour Ministries 
team on site in León, Nicaragua. 

In Canada we enjoy the benefits of being 
independent from—yet supported by 

a global organization. Lutheran Hour 
Ministries proclaims the Gospel to more 
than 125 million people worldwide each 
week, and reaches into more than 50 
countries. Following the ministry model of 
working with people in their own country, 
an opportunity came up in the spring 
to create a uniquely Canadian tool for 
congregations to showcase LHM materials. 
Staff at Lutheran Hour Ministries in St. 
Louis provided their time and talent to 
create a whiteboard-style video showcasing 
the many great resources available from 
Lutheran Hour Ministries. If you have not 
seen this fun video, it can be found at www.
lll.ca/home. Scroll down to the link under 
the heading LHM Sunday and watch it for 
yourself. 

LHM Sunday resource distinctly Canadian

If you would like a hard copy for your church or group, give us a 
call at 1-800-555-6236 or email us info@lll.ca.


